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2013 GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGNATION OF SPECIAL AREAS
UNDER MARPOL

THE ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING Article 15(j) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization
concerning the functions of the Assembly in relation to regulations and guidelines concerning
maritime safety, the prevention and control of marine pollution from ships and other matters
concerning the effect of shipping on the marine environment,

RECALLING ALSO resolution A.720(17) by which it adopted Guidelines for the Designation
of Special Areas, as set out in chapter 2 of the annex to that resolution,

RECALLING FURTHER resolution A.927(22), by which it adopted Revised Guidelines for the
Designation of Special Areas under MARPOL, as set out in annex 1 to that resolution, which
superseded chapter 2 of the annex to resolution A.720(17),

NOTING resolution A.982(24) by which it revoked annex 2 of resolution A.927(22),

NOTING ALSO that the Marine Environment Protection Committee adopted, by resolution
MEPC.200(62), amendments to MARPOL Annex IV on Prevention of Pollution by Sewage
from Ships, to include the possibility of establishing "Special Areas" for the prevention of
such pollution from passenger ships,

NOTING FURTHER that, as a result of the amendments to MARPOL Annex 1V,
consequential amendments are necessary to the Revised Guidelines for the Designation of
Special Areas under MARPOL as adopted by resolution A.927(22),

HAVING CONSIDERED the recommendations made by the Marine Environment Protection
Committee at its sixty-third session:

1 ADOPTS the 2013 Guidelines for the Designation of Special Areas under MARPOL,
as set out in the annex, which supersede annex 1 to resolution A.927(22);

2 INVITES Governments to apply the 2013 Guidelines when proposing the
designation of a Special Area under MARPOL;

3 REVOKES resolution A.927(22).
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Annex
2013 GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGNATION OF SPECIAL AREAS
UNDER MARPOL
1 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of these Guidelines is to provide guidance to Contracting Parties to the
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the
Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL), in the formulation and submission of
applications for the designation of Special Areas under Annexes I, Il, IV and V to the
Convention. These Guidelines also ensure that all interests — those of the coastal State, flag
State, and the environmental and shipping communities — are thoroughly considered on the
basis of relevant scientific, technical, economic and environmental information and provide
for the assessment of such applications by IMO. Contracting Parties should also review and
comply with the applicable provisions of Annexes |, Il, IV and V to the Convention, in addition
to these Guidelines.

2 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR SPECIAL AREAS UNDER MARPOL
General
2.1 MARPOL, in Annexes I, Il, IV and V, defines certain sea areas as Special Areas in

relation to the type of pollution covered by each Annex. A Special Area is defined as "a sea
area where for recognized technical reasons in relation to its oceanographical and ecological
conditions and to the particular character of its traffic, the adoption of special mandatory
methods for the prevention of sea pollution by oil, noxious liquid substances, sewage, or
garbage, as applicable, is required.” Under the Convention, these Special Areas are
provided with a higher level of protection than other areas of the sea.

2.2 A Special Area may encompass the maritime zones of several States, or even an
entire enclosed or semi-enclosed sea area. Special Area designation should be made on the
basis of the criteria and characteristics listed in paragraphs 2.3 to 2.6 to avoid the
proliferation of such areas.

Criteria for the designation of a Special Area

2.3 The criteria that must be satisfied for an area to be given Special Area status are
grouped into the following categories:

A oceanographic conditions;
2 ecological conditions; and
3 vessel traffic characteristics.

Generally, information on each category should be provided in a proposal for designation.
Additional information that does not fall within these categories may also be considered.
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Oceanographic conditions
2.4 The area possesses oceanographic conditions which may cause the concentration
or retention of harmful substances in the waters or sediments of the area, including:

A1 particular circulation patterns (e.g. convergence zones and gyres) or

temperature and salinity stratification;

2 long residence time caused by low flushing rates;

3 extreme ice state; and

4 adverse wind conditions.
Ecological conditions
2.5 The area possesses ecological conditions indicating that protection of the area from
harmful substances is needed to preserve:

A depleted, threatened or endangered marine species;

2 areas of high natural productivity (such as fronts, upwelling areas, gyres);

3 spawning, breeding and nursery areas for important marine species and

areas representing migratory routes for seabirds and marine mammals;

4 rare or fragile ecosystems such as coral reefs, mangroves, seagrass beds
and wetlands; and

5 critical habitats for marine resources including fish stocks and/or areas of
critical importance for the support of large marine ecosystems.

Vessel traffic characteristics

2.6 The sea area is used by ships to an extent that the discharge of harmful substances
by ships when operating in accordance with the requirements of MARPOL for areas other
than Special Areas would be unacceptable in the light of the existing oceanographic and
ecological conditions in the area.

Implementation

2.7 The requirements of a Special Area designation can only become effective when
adequate reception facilities are provided for ships, in accordance with the provisions of
MARPOL.

Other considerations

2.8 The threat to amenities posed by the discharge of harmful substances from ships
operating in accordance with the MARPOL requirements for areas other than Special Areas
may strengthen the argument for designating an area as a Special Area.

2.9 The extent to which the condition of a sea area is influenced by other sources of
pollution such as pollution from land-based sources, dumping of wastes and dredged
materials, as well as atmospheric deposition should be taken into account. Proposals would
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be strengthened if measures are being, or will be, taken to prevent, reduce and control
pollution of the marine environment by these sources of pollution.

2.10 Consideration should be given to the extent to which a management regime is used
in managing the area. Proposals for designation of a Special Area would be strengthened if
measures are being taken to manage the area's resources.

3 PROCEDURES FOR THE DESIGNATION OF A SPECIAL AREA

3.1 A proposal to designate a given sea area as a Special Area should be submitted to
the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) for its consideration, in accordance
with the guidelines approved by the Committee for submission of documents.

3.2 A proposal to designate a sea area as a Special Area should contain:
A a draft amendment to MARPOL as the formal basis for the designation; and
2 a background document setting forth all the relevant information to explain

the need for the designation.
3.3 The background document should contain the following information:

A a definition of the area proposed for designation, including its precise
geographical coordinates. A reference chart is essential;

2 an indication of the type of Special Area proposed. Proposals may be made
simultaneously with respect to Annexes |, Il, IV and V of MARPOL, but
proposals for each Annex should be presented and evaluated separately;

3 a general description of the area, including information regarding:
1 oceanography;
2 ecological characteristics;
3 social and economic value;
4 scientific and cultural significance;
5 environmental pressures from ship-generated pollution;
.6 other environmental pressures; and
7 measures already taken to protect the area.

This general description may be supported by annexes containing more
detailed material, or by references to readily available documentation;

4 an analysis of how the sea area in question fulfils the criteria for the
designation of Special Areas set out in paragraphs 2.3 to 2.6; and

5 information on the availability of adequate reception facilities in the proposed
Special Area.
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3.4 The formal amendment procedure applicable to proposals for the designation of
Special Areas is set out in article 16 of MARPOL.
Detailed discharge requirements
3.5 For detailed requirements relating to discharges under Annexes I, I, IV and V to

MARPOL, reference should be made to the latest version of the Convention in force.
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Nghi quyét A.1087(28)

Théng qua ngay 04/12/2013
(Chworng trinh nghi sw 12)

HWONG DAN 2013 VE LWA CHON VUNG PAC BIET THEO MARPOL

DAI HOI BONG,

NHAC LAI Biéu 15 (j) ctia Céng wéc vé Té chirc Hang hai qudc té lién quan dén cac chirc nang
cta hdi déng lién quan dén cac quy dinh va hwéng dan lién quan dén an toan hang hai, phong
nglra va kiém soat 6 nhiém bién tir cac tau va cac van dé khac lién quan dén anh hwéng cla
van chuyén dwdng bién vé bién méi trwong,

CUNG NHAC LAI nghi quyét A.720 (17) ma da thong qua Hudéng dan cac lya chon ving déc
biét, nhw dworc trinh bay trong chwong 2 cua phu luc nghi quyét dé,

NHAC THEM nghi quyét A.927 (22), ma da thong qua Hwong dén si¥a doi cho lyra chon viing
dac biét theo MARPOL, nhv quy dinh tai phu luc 1 v&i nghi quyét dé, ma thay thé chwong 2 cta
phu luc v&i nghi quyét A.720 (17) ,

GHI NHAN nghi quyét A.982 (24) ma da thu hdi phu luc 2 Nghi quyét A.927 (22),

CUNG GHI NHAN réng Uy ban Bao vé Mbi truong bién da thdng qua, bang nghi quyét
MEPC.200 (62), stra ddi Phu luc IV MARPOL vé ngan nglra 0 nhiém do nwéc thai tv tau, bao
gdm kha nang thiét 1ap "vung d&c biét", phong chdng 6 nhiém nhw vay ti tau ché khach,

GHI NHAN THEM rang, nhu mét két qua clia viéc stra d6i Phu luc IV MARPOL, stra doi do hau
qua la can thiet dé, Huwéng dan stra déi cho lya chon vuang dac biét theo MARPOL dwoc théng
qua bang nghi quyét A.927 (22),

SAU KHI XEM XET céc khuyén nghj cta Uy ban Bao vé& Méi trwong bién tai phién hop 63:

1 THONG QUA Huwéng dén 2013 vé Iwa chon vung dac biét theo MARPOL, dwoc quy
dinh trong cac phu luc, ma thay thé phu luc 1 cta nghi quyét A.927 (22);

2 MOl cac Chinh phi ap dung Hwéng dan 2013 khi dé nghi lwa chon mét ving dac biét
theo MARPOL;

3 THU HOI nghi quyét A.927(22).



Phu luc

HUONG DAN 2013 LWPA CHON VUNG DAC BIET THEO MARPOL
1 GIOI THIEU

Muc dich cta Hwéng dan nay 1a dé cung cp hwdng dan cho cac bén tham gia Cong wéc qudc
té vé ngan ngtra 6 nhiém tlr tau bién, nam 1973, dwoc slra dbi bdi Nghi dinh thw nam 1978 lién
quan (MARPOL), trong viéc xay dwng va dé trinh cac ap dung cho viéc lya chon vung dac biét
theo Phu luc I, II, IV va V cia Cong wéc. Hueong dan nay cling dam bao rang tat ca céac loi ich -
ma cua quoc gia ven bién, quéc gia c6 c0o, va cac cong ddng v& mdi trwdng va van chuyén
duwong bién - dwoc xem xét triét dé trén co s& khoa hoc, ky thuat, théng tin kinh t& va moi
trwéng c6 lién quan va cung cap cho viéc danh gia cac ap dung nhw vay béi IMO. Bén tham gia

cling nén xem lai va tuan th cac quy dinh ctia Phu luc I, 11, IV va V cta Céng wd&c, ngoai nhirng
hwdng dan.

2 BAO VE MOI TRUWONG CHO CAC VUNG PAC BIET THEO MARPOL

Téng quan

MARPOL, trong Phu luc I, Il, IV va V, xac dinh c&c viing bién nhét dinh nhw ving dac biét lién
quan dén céc loai & nhiém bao phd béi méi phu luc. Mét viing dac biét dwoc dinh nghia la "moét
vung bién noi vi ly do ky thuat dwoc cdng nhan lién quan dén diéu kién hai dwong va sinh thai
clia noé va cac dac diém cu thé cla giao thdng, viéc thédng qua cac phwong phap béat budc dac
biét d& ngan ngra 6 nhiém bién do dau, chét Idng déc hai, nwéc thai, hodc rac thai, néu co, la
can thiét". Theo Coéng wéc, cac vung dic biét dwoc cung cdp mot mire d6 bao hd cao hon cac
vung khac cda bién.

M6t viing d&c biét ¢ thé bao gom cac khu virc hang hai clia mét s6 quéc gia, tham chi la
viing bién kin hoac ntra kin. Lwa chon vung dac biét phéi dwoc thye hién trén co s® cac tiéu
chuan va dac diém dwoc liét ké trong cac khoan 2,3 dén 2,6 dé tranh s gia tang cla cac khu
vwc do.

Tiéu chudn cho viéc lwa chon mét viing dic biét

Mét ving dé tré thanh ving déc biét phai thda man tiéu chuan va dwgc nhém thanh céac loai
sau:

1 céac diéu kién hai dwong hoc;
2 cac diéu kién sinh thai; va
3 cac dac diém lwong tau hanh hai.

Tong quan, thong tin vé méi loai sé dwoc cung cap trong mot dé xuat lwa chon. Thong tin b
sung ma khong thuéc céac loai nay cling cé thé dwgc xem xét.

Cac diéu kién hai dwong

Ving c6 cac diéu kién hai dwong ma co thé tao sw tap trung hodc lwu gitr cac chat doc hai



trong nwédc hodc tram tich cda ving, bao gom:

A md hinh lwu théng cu thé‘ (vi du nhw khu héi tu va xoay vong hai lwu) hoac
nhiét dé va dé man phéan tang;

2 thdi gian lwu tra dai gay ra béi mée xa nwéc thap;
3 trang thai cwc han cia bang; va
4 cac diéu kién gi6 nghich.

Cac diéu kién sinh thai

Ving c6 céc diéu kién sinh thai cho thay rang viéc bao vé ving khéi cac chat c6 hai la can
thiét dé bao ton:

1 can kiét, bi de doa hoac gay nguy hiém loai sinh vat bién;

2 khu vic san xuét tw nhién cao (nhw cac khu nghi mat, cac khu vuc nuwéc bién
lanh, xoay vong hai lwu);

3 cac bai dé, sinh san va vudn wom cho loai sinh vat bién quan trong va cac khu
vwe dai dién cho cac tuyén dwong di cw cho chim bien va déng vat bién;

4 hé sinh thai quy hiém hodc mong manh nhw ran san hd, rirng ngap man, tham
cé bién va dat ngap nwéc; va

5 mai tredng song quan trong dbi véi nguon tai nguyén bién bao gom ca cac kho
dw trlr ca va’/hoac péc khu vyc c6 tam quan trong quan trong doi véi sy ho tro
ctia hé sinh thai bién I&n.

Cac dac diém tuyén hanh hai

Viing bién dwoc st dung bdi tau dén moét mirc do ma viéc xa cac chat doc hai cla tau khi
hoat doéng phu hop vai cac yéu cau cia MARPOL cho cac vung khac ngoai vang dac biét sé la
khoéng thé chap nhan trong bdi canh cac dieu kién hai dwong hoc va sinh théi hién c6 trong khu
Ve,

Viéc thwec thi

_Céc yéu cau cla viéc lya chon Ving déc biét chi c6 thé co hiéu lwc khi cac co sd tiép nhan
day du dwgc cung cap cho tau, phu hgp véi cac dieu khoan cia MARPOL.

Céac can nhac khac
Mbi de doa tiém tang gay ra bdi viéc xa cac chat déc hai tlr cac tau hoat déng phi hop véi

cac yéu cau MARPOL cho céc viing khac hon viing déc biét co thé tdng cwéng cac luan civ cho
viéc chi dinh mét vung nhuw mét Vung dac biét.



Pham vi ma cac dléu kién ctia mot ving bién bi anh hwdng bai cac ngudn 6 nhiém khac nhw
6 nhiém twr cac ngudn trén dét lién, viéc thu gom cac chét thai va cac vat liéu nao vét, ciing nhw
lang dong trong khi quyén nén dwoc dwa vao ban bao cdo. Dé xuét sé dugc tang cuong néu
cac bién phap dang duoc, hodc sé dwoc thwe hién dé ngan chan, gidm thiéu va kiém soat 6
nhiém méi trwdng bién do cac ngudn 6 nhiém.

Can phai xem xeét dén pham vi ma cac moét ché dé quan ly dwoc s dung trong viéc quan ly
vung. Bé xuét lya chon mot Vung dac biét sé dwoc tang cwong néu cac bién phap dang dwoc
thwe hién dé& quan ly cac ngudn tai nguyén cla ving.

4 CAC THU TUC CHO VIEC LWA CHON MOT VUNG PAC BIET

Mot dé xuat dé lwa chon mét viing bién duoc coi la mét Ving dac biét nén dwoc trinh 1én Uy
ban Bao vé Mdi trwong bien (MEPC) dé xem xeét, phl hop voi cac huwéng dan da dugc phé
duyét cta Uy ban cho viéc dé trinh cac tai liéu.

Mot dé xuat dé Iwa chon mét viing bién nhw mét Viing déc biét nén bao gém:

A mét dw thao stra dodi dbi véi MARPOL lam co s& chinh thirc cho lwa chon; va
2 mat tai liéu co s& duoc sap dat dé dwa ra tat c& cac thong tin lién quan dé giai
thich sw can thiét cho viéc lwa chon.

Tai liéu co s& nén bao gém thdng tin sau:

1 moét dinh nghia vé khu vire duoc dé xuat cho viéc Iwa chon, bao gom ca toa do
dia ly chinh xac. Mét biéu dé tham khao la can thiét;

2 mét dau hiéu clia cac loai Ving déc biét dwoc dé xuét. Cac dé xuét co thé
duoc thuce hi@n c,l‘mg mot luc doi voi péc Phu luc I, II, IV va V cia MARPOL,
nhwng cac de xuat cho moéi phu luc can dwgec trinh bay va danh gia mét cach
riéng biét;

3 mét md ta chung vé viing, bao gébm ca théng tin lién quan:

A1 hai dwong hoc;

2 cac dac diém sinh thai;

3 gia tri kinh té va xa hoi;

4 y nghia van hoa va khoa hoc;

5 nhirng strc ép moi trwdng tr 6 nhiém do tau tao ra;
.6 nhirng strc ép moéi trwong khac; va

7 cac phwong phap da tién hanh dé bao vé ving dé.

M0 t& chung nay c6 thé duoc hd tro' bai cac phu luc bao gom cac tai liéu chi
tiet hon, hoac bang cach tham khao tai liéu hwéng dan c6 san;

4 mot phan tich lam thé nao cac vung bién tranh chap dap &ng céac tiéu chi dé



viéc lwa chon céac khu vwrc dac biét néu tai khoan 2,3-2,6; va
5 théng tin vé sy sén c6 clia cac co s& tiép nhan phi hop trong Ving dac biét
dwoc dé xuat.
Cac thu tyc stra déi chinh thirc ap dung ddi véi cac dé xuét cho viéc lwa chon cac vung dac biét
dwgc quy dinh trong Diéu 16 cia MARPOL.
C4c yéu cau chi tiét vé xa thai

Déi voi yéu cau chi tiét lién quan dén xa thai theo cac Phu luc 1, II, IV va V & MARPOL, viéc
tham khdo nén dwoc thyc hién véi phién ban méi nhat cia Cong wéc cé hiéu lwc.



